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The Rotterdam Rules —
More than just a Liability Convention

A Talk by Professor Michael F. Sturley

followed by
Networking Cocktail Reception
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Chairperson

Capt. Frederick James Francis

Speaker

Frederick Francis first went out to sea four decades ago. He took command at the age of 29 with
Neptune Orient Lines before joining the Singapore Maritime Academy. Under a scholarship, he read
law at Cardiff University, earning a distinction in his dissertation and was admitted to the Degree of
Master of Laws. He has presented numerous papers on maritime law and written widely, including
contributions to Halsbury’s Laws of Singapore.

Capt. Francis serves on the committees of the Maritime Law Association of Singapore, the Singapore
Maritime Arbitration Association and the Missions to Seafarers (Singapore Branch). He is the current
President of the Singapore Nautical Institute and the Founding Commodore of the Youth Skipper
Flotilla. Capt. Francis has won numerous awards including the USCG (United States Coast Guard)
Public Service Commendation award, the USCG Certificate of Merit, the PSA (Port of Singapore
Authority) Commendable Act award.

Professor Michael F. Sturley

Michael Sturley is the Fannie Coplin Regents Chair in Law at the University of Texas Law
School, where he teaches inter alia maritime law and commercial law courses and directs the
Supreme Court Clinic. He received his undergraduate education at Yale, and has law
degrees from Yale and Oxford.

Professor Sturley is a member of the American Law Institute; a proctor member of the
Maritime Law Association of the United States (where he is active on several committees); a
Titulary Member of the Comité Maritime International (where he served as the Rapporteur for
the CMI's International Sub-Committee on Issues of Transport Law); the Senior Advisor on
the U.S. Delegation to Working Group Il (Transport Law) of the United Nations Commission
on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL); and a member of the UNCITRAL Experts’ Group on

Transport Law.

Professor Sturley has written extensively on maritime subjects, including The Rotterdam Rules: The U.N. Convention on
Contracts for the International Carriage of Goods Wholly or Partly by Sea (2010) (with Tomotaka Fujita & Gertjan van der
Ziel). Prior to joining the faculty at the University of Texas Law School, Prof. Sturley was associated with Sullivan &

Cromwell in New York.

About This Talk

Most maritime lawyers evaluate the Rotterdam Rules by reference to the Hague, Hague-Visby, or Hamburg Rules. Making
such comparisons, however, focuses too much attention on the liability aspects of the new convention and overlooks more
important aspects that are only tangentially related to a carrier's liability for lost or damaged goods. After a brief introduction —
which will include a summary of recent developments on the ratification front — Professor Sturley will explain why the non-
liability provisions of the new convention are not only central to the Rotterdam Rules but will ultimately have a greater impact on
the 21st century shipping industry than the more familiar liability provisions.

Talk Programme Outline

4.00pm to 4.25pm

Registration

4.25pm to 4.30pm

Welcome by Chairperson

4.30pm to 5.20pm

Presentation by Prof Michael F. Sturley

5.20pm to 5.30pm

Q&A facilitated by Chairperson

5.30pm to 6.30pm

Networking Cocktail Reception for all attendees

The Talk will commence punctually. All attendees are requested to be on time.



THE MARITIME LAW ASSOCIATION OF SINGAPORE

presents

The Rotterdam Rules:

More Than Just a Liability Convention
by Prof Michael Sturley

Monday, 7 July 2014, 4.30pm
Maxwell Chambers
32 Maxwell Road, #03-01, Singapore 069115

REGISTRATION FORM

$50.00  for members of MLAS
$70.00 for members of Supporting Organizations
$100.00 for non-members

If you would like to join the MLAS to enjoy the MLAS member rate of $50.00, please complete the
Membership Application Form, pay an additional $100 being annual subscription for 2014 and register
for the Teatime Talk at $50.00.

Name : Gender :_M/F
Co/Org : Position :
Address :
Postal Code :
Tel (O): Fax (O):
Mobile : Email :

CPD Accreditation
1 Public CPD Point Practice Area: Admiralty Practice / Shipping Training Level: General

Please complete and QO tick box if claiming CPD Points: 1 AAS No (eg: 888/2008):

Attendance Policy

Participants who wish to claim CPD Points are reminded that they must comply strictly with the Attendance Policy set out in the CPD
Guidelines. This includes signing-in on arrival and signing-out at the conclusion of the activity in the manner required by the organiser,
and not being absent from the entire activity for more than 15 minutes. Participants who do not comply with the Attendance Policy will
not be able to obtain CPD Points for attending the activity. Please refer to www.sileCPDcentre.sg for more information.

Payment (Tick One):

Od | am a MLAS member and enclose a cheque for $50.00.

O | am a member of one of the Supporting Organizations and enclose a cheque for $70.00.
UmMPA OSCMA USMF OSSA QWISTA

Q | am not a member of the MLAS or any of the Supporting Organizations but would like to join the MLAS as a member.
| enclose the membership form and a cheque for $150.00, being payment of my annual subscription for 2014 and the
Talk.

O | am not a member of the MLAS or any of the Supporting Organizations, and do not wish to join the MLAS. | enclose
a cheque for $100.00, being payment for the Talk.

Please make cheque payable to “The Maritime Law Association of Singapore” and post it to:

Ms. Corina Song
Secretary of The Maritime Law Association of Singapore
c/o Allen & Gledhill LLP
One Marina Boulevard #28-00
Singapore 018989

Registration forms and cheques must reach no later than Monday, 30 June 2014.
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