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SYNOPSIS

English law has entered an era of operator uncertainty. Prior to 2012, there were
barely any English cases dealing with joint operating agreements. Since then,
there have been a series of reported cases concerning disputes that pit operator
against non-operator. Is this increase in case numbers a function of new, smaller
entrants to the market? Is there a trend towards more active (aggressive?) non-
operators? At this stage the resulting English case law creates risk and
uncertainty for operators.

In this seminar the speakers will examine the key cases on this issue and in
particular the implications for the market of Spirit Energy Resources Ltd
(formerly Centrica Resource Ltd) v Marathon Oil UK LCC [2019]. The session will
also examine Singapore, English and Australian caselaw on the duties of good
faith for operators in this context.
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